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I stand humbly before you this afternoon, with a great sense of excitement--anticipating the tasks that lie ahead this next year.  Preparing for this day has caused me to reflect on the journey that brought me to this point.  I realize now that the preparation started very early in my life.  I did not know it then, but I have been unbelievably fortunate to be reared by parents who truly understood the value and importance of a college education for their children.  My father did not complete eighth grade, but he learned a trade.  He is a pastry chef, retired now for some years.  My mother attended college in Fayetteville, NC but left before graduating when she fell in love and married my father.  That worked for them, but my parents knew that the world was changing and that a college education was the best protection and preparation they could provide to their children so that we could make our way in the world.  In my early years I saw their insistence on college as an attempt to control us, but now realize their wisdom in knowing what we needed so that we could be free.

In addition to being told that I must go to college, I was also told that I was fortunate and had been given much in life, and that I was required to give back by serving my community.  I still remember thinking – fortunate?! I knew lots of kids who got what they want when they wanted it and who got to do what they wanted to do when they wanted to do it. I really did not think I was fortunate because things certainly did not work that way in my family.
I used to think that this growing up thing was going to be a real drag because I was going to have to study all my life and then spend all my time doing stuff for other people.  I think that was the beginnings of my hate fest with the word submit!

I am still fortunate to have my father, but my mother, who was the main mouthpiece who imparted all these expectations, passed on in 2002.  I know she is looking down on me now and she knows that I finally understand and appreciate what I believed as a child was torture and control!  If I had any idea that I could accomplish the expectations she had for me by doing truly meaningful work that I love and have the opportunity and privilege to collaborate with more than 11,000 of the best people on the earth while doing so, I would have had very different thoughts about my parent’s rules and expectations.
Please know that I feel so very fortunate to have the opportunity to accept this gavel here in New Orleans.  I still remember watching the news stories about the devastation hurricane Katrina brought to this great city.  Seeing the loss of life, property, and spirit for so many deeply affected me.  I have followed the news about New Orleans since that fateful August and was filled with pride for our organization when both secondary and college members of NACAC embraced displaced students and kept their dreams alive in the midst of such overwhelming devastation.  Service and compassion can uplift the giver as well as the receiver!
In my speech to the Assembly in St. Louis, I stated that there is great power and promise in our affiliate structure and I say that to you again today.  We have much work to do—work that must be done to assure that the hopes and dreams of a better life can be realized not only for our children but also for those who find that they need to reposition themselves because of natural disasters, the state of the economy, or because they are returning from war in Iraq or Afghanistan.
Members of NACAC are in a unique position to effect positive change for many.  I will tell you, as my mother told me, that we have a responsibility to serve our communities.  There are so many ways that we as members of NACAC can do this.

We need to continue to provide information and resources about the college transition and admission process to those who need that help and assistance.  We need to increase our efforts to raise awareness of opportunities for postsecondary education for our students.  We need to encourage and prod whenever we can- so many children don’t get that at home anymore.  We not only need to continue to insist that all students engage in academic preparation that will allow then to move to that next level after high school graduation, but we need to be deliberate about going a step further to help insure that students at risk have the opportunity to develop those non- cognitive abilities that are the key to success in college.  It is no longer enough for us to be satisfied getting them just in the door.

We need to have high expectations for ourselves as professionals and we, as an association, need to provide the needed information, training, resources, and networking opportunities.  
We will have some prime opportunities over this next year to make meaningful and measurable gains in these areas.  There is a nationwide interest on the part of school divisions in developing and strengthening the college going culture in our schools and in improving college readiness for our students.  We need to strike while the iron is hot and not allow this opportunity to pass us by.  Let’s make a commitment in this next year to keep watch over the rhetoric and platforms of our local, state, and national office seekers.  Let’s make a commitment to speak up by writing, calling, showing up- doing whatever we need to do to make sure that the educational needs of our students and clients are given the priority they deserve. The health and well being of our nation depends on it!
It is our responsibility.  We have the knowledge, we have the knowhow, we have the resources, we have the dedication, we have the commitment, and we have some very powerful and effective tools! 
I know that the Board of Directors will continue thoughtful and deliberate work in support of the membership. Please understand that there are important roles for each and every one of us over this next year as we implement our strategic plan and tackle any other issues the come before us. We will only be successful if we work collaboratively.  I have been very encouraged by those who have offered their help and support. I ask that each of you prepare to answer the call to action when it comes your way.  I will tell you, as my mother told me—it is your responsibility!  
Yes, the work may be taxing, stressful, and may possibly take us well out of our comfort zone at times, but as an association we are well equipped for the task. I am truly excited and energized as I transition into this new role knowing that the collective talents, expertise, and commitment of more than 11,000 of the best people on earth undergird this great association.  So here in the great city of New Orleans, I thank you for your support and encouragement as I look forward the coming year, and say to you all "Laissez Les Bon Temps Roulez".
